
 

 

Reception – Autumn Term 

All about Me  

Characteristics of Effective Learning  

Playing and exploring - investigate and experience 

things, and ‘have a go’  

Active learning - concentrate and keep on trying if 

they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

Creating and thinking critically - have and develop 

their own ideas, make links between ideas, and 

develop strategies for doing things. 

Key Texts 

   

Although we will be focusing on key texts 
throughout this term, we will also be 
exploring other texts to support and 
enhance learning experiences and to 

develop language structures.  

Outdoor Learning Opportunities  

Each day we will take part in a planned learning 

activity as well as having plenty of time to play and 

learn in the garden independently.  

 

This term we will be exploring the outdoor resources, 

finding out how to use them in different ways and 

using them to consolidate key skills. 

 

We will be finding out about seasons, especially 

autumn. We will be looking at autumn colours, the 

effect of the wind and also be making collages, 

patterns and constructions using natural materials.  

Literacy 

We will be reading a variety of family stories and 

poems. We will be learning about the features of a 

book and discussing the characters and main events.  

We will be exploring the first stages of writing by 

making marks and learning correct letter formations.  

Will be taking part in daily phonics sessions where we 

will be learning our first set of letter sounds and tricky 

words. 

 
Mathematics  

We will be singing a range of number songs and rhymes.  

We will be exploring our height, hair colour and eye colour 

by my making charts. 

We will be using ‘good counting’ strategies to compare 

numbers and amounts of objects.  

 We will be investigating how to sort by size, classify by 

properties and make patterns using colour and shape. 

Understanding the World 

We will be exploring our school environment and following 

our new daily routines.  

We will be finding out about ourselves, comparing what we 

are like now and what we were like when we were younger.  

We will be learning about our families, where they are from 

and the languages that we speak at home.  

We will be finding about the changes in our garden during 

the season of autumn.  

Expressive Arts and Design 

We will be exploring paint by mixing colours and using 

them to paint our own self-portraits.  

We will be learning how to print using different materials 

and explore the work of Paul Klee. 

We will be making constructions of our homes and collages 

of our friends.  

We will learn a range of rhymes and songs to perform to 

others.   

Communication and Language  
We will express how we feel through language and 

gestures  

We will be introducing and embedding new 

vocabulary through a listening to a range of stories 

and developing our interactions with others. We will 

learn new words linked to our topic.  

We will be encouraged to ask questions to find out 

information and use our listening skills when listening 

to others.  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  
We will be making friends and finding out how to be 

kind to others.  

We will create and follow our classroom rules.    

We will be finding out about different emotions and 

how to control our emotions through stories.   

We will take part in daily worship and celebrate our 

successes in our weekly celebration assembly.  

Physical Development  
We will be taking part in new playground games with our 

new friends. We will also use the wheeled toys to explore 

speed and direction.  

We will be exploring mark making by creating shapes using 

ribbons, chalks, foam, wet sand and paint. We will take part 

in ‘Dough Disco’ to develop our finger strength before we 

learn how to write. 

We will be developing our hand-eye co-ordination by using 

different tools such as tweezers, scissors and brushes.  

 


